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Beginnings  

   This January, New Person Ministries cele-

brates the Tenth Anniversary of the New 

Person Center (NPC). Ten years ago, in 

January 2004, John Rush was the executive 

director of Justice and Mercy, Inc., a Chris-

tian organization that advocates for offend-

ers and victims based out of Lancaster, PA. 

   :ÉÏÎ -ÅÎÎÏÎÉÔÅ #ÈÕÒÃÈȟ 2ÕÓÈȭÓ ÈÏÍÅ 

congregation, owned a property at 317 

North Sixth Street in Reading that had  

ÂÅÅÎ ÕÓÅÄ ÆÏÒ #ÏÄÅ "ÌÕÅ +ÉÄÓȭ #ÌÕÂ ÁÎÄ 

Discipleship House, the beginnings of the 

Hope of the Nations congregation. By 2004, 

the property had been vacated and was 

badly in need of repair. Rush saw potential 

in the property for a transitional house for 

ex-offenders. 

   Rush also saw a potential co-founder and 

house manager in Roger Mast, a Christian 

brother who had been recently paroled 

from prison. While in prison, Mast had 

ÉÎÄÉÃÁÔÅÄ ÉÎ ÃÏÒÒÅÓÐÏÎÄÅÎÃÅ ÔÈÁÔ ȰÈÅ 

would like to make a difference when he 
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Our March 4 Tenth Anniversary 

Banquet speaker is David Bowen, 

the Executive Director of Yokefel-

lowship Prison Ministry for the 

state.  David recently retired from a 

20-year career as head chaplain of 

the state correctional institutions at 

Huntingdon and Smithfield. He and 

his wife Reba now enter SCI Smith-

field as volunteers.  

Bowen to Speak at Banquet 

Seated: John Rush*, Leon Weber*, Jim Dunst* and Steve Olivo 
Standing: Roger Mast*, Gary Benjamin, Don Murphy, Jim Young, Pat Antosy*, Gordon Diem, 
Glenn Miller*, and Gary Burkholder*.   Absent: David Justice. ( * denotes Board member)  
Starting in January 2014, Jim Dunst became president of NPM. Leon Weber is now  vice presi-
dent.  

Introducing NPM Board and Staff  

photo by Timothy Antosy 



He gives families to the lonely, and releases prisoners from jail, sing-

ing with joy!  ( Psalm 68: 6a, The Living Bible) 

   There are many lonely people in this world who are longing for a 

place to belong. Prisoners and newly released ex-offenders are 

some of these people.  Many inmates languish in prison for extra 

years just because they have no home plan. Even if they are 

blessed to have a place like New Person Center to welcome them, 

ex-offenders face many obstacles.  

    They find themselves in a foreign culture, so different from the 

×ÏÒÌÄ ÂÅÈÉÎÄ ÂÁÒÓ ÔÏ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÔÈÅÙȭÖÅ ÇÒÏ×Î  ÁÃÃÕÓÔÏÍÅÄȢ )Ô ÉÓ ÁÎ 

unwelcoming world in which potential employers and even blood 

relatives may give them the cold shoulder. In the world, there is 

little forgiveness for crimes done, even after prison time has been 

served. 

   But God cares about prisoners 

and ex-offenders.  He freely for-

gives all of us who repent., in-

cluding prisoners and ex-

offenders. He offers them restora-

tion and hope for the future. He 

gives them community/families, 

people that love and care for 

them. 

   How are we as a Christian com-

munity reaching out to prisoners 

and ex-offenders?  Are we joining 

God in giving families to the 

lonely? Dare we pray to do even 

better? 

Families for the Lonely  

But God cares about prisoners and  

ex-offenders.  

Jeanette Christophel  
Editor, The New Person 

 Vision  

   ,ÏÏËÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ×ÁÒÄȟ 2ÕÓÈ ÈÁÓ Á ÖÉÓÉÏÎ ȰÔÏ ÂÅ ÆÁÉÔÈÆÕÌ ÉÎ ÄÏÉÎÇ ×ÈÁÔ 

×ÅȭÒÅ ÄÏÉÎÇȢȱ (Å ÁÌÓÏ ÈÁÓ ÖÉÓÉÏÎ ÆÏÒ ÏÐÅÎÉÎÇ ÍÏÒÅ ÔÒÁÎÓÉÔÉÏÎÁÌ 

houses like NPC in other counties across the state. There is a des-

perate need for places for ex-ÏÆÆÅÎÄÅÒÓ ÔÏ ÇÏȢ )Æ ÔÈÅÙ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÈÁÖÅ Á 

place, taxpayers pay $35,000 a year just to hold them in prison 

after their terms are expired.  By the summer of 2014, NPC plans 

to open a transitional house for women ex-offenders in Reading. 

Thank you  

   .Å× 0ÅÒÓÏÎ -ÉÎÉÓÔÒÉÅÓ ÅØÔÅÎÄÓ Á ÓÐÅÃÉÁÌ ȰÔÈÁÎË-ÙÏÕȱ ÔÏ :ÉÏÎ 

Mennonite and Conestoga Mennonite, two congregations who 

ÈÁÖÅ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÌÉÏÎȭÓ ÓÈÁÒÅ ÏÆ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ ÔÏ .0# ÏÖÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÙÅÁÒÓȢ 

Thank you, also, to all of the other churches and individuals who 

ÈÁÖÅ ÐÁÒÔÎÅÒÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÕÓ ÔÏ ÓÈÏ× #ÈÒÉÓÔȭÓ ÌÏÖÅ ÁÎÄ ÃÁÒÅ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÓÅÖȤ

eral hundred returning citizens who have been served by New 

Person Center so far. 
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ÇÏÔ ÏÕÔȢȱ 2ÕÓÈ ÓÁÙÓȟ Ȱ) ×ÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÓÔÁÒÔÅÄ .0# ÏÎ ÍÙ Ï×ÎȢ ) 

had the interest in starting it because Roger was available and 

willing to put his shoulders to the plow and help to make this 

type of thing happen. You know, I had the experience and I had 

the vision and the burden, but Roger was the hands on guy doing 

ÔÈÅ ÇÒÕÎÔ ×ÏÒËȢȱ 

   Rush and Mast worked in tandem for five years. Mast was a 

dependable and trustworthy presence on location in the house. 

He used his carpentry skills to remodel the house along with the 

help of supporters and residents of the program. When behavior 

problems arose, Mast responded in a laid-back way, but called on 

Rush to act as the authority figure. The two stayed in close phone 

contact as they ran the program. Rush remembers even taking 

the phone to bed with him in order to always be available should 

Mast need him. 

   The program began with as few as two residents at a time and 

has grown to 18 residents in three locations at present.  NPC has 

also grown in stability over the years. Although no longer house 

manager, Mast remains active on the NPM board to this day. 

Organizational Transitions  

   Organizationally, New Person Center was directed by the Berks 

Chapter of Justice and Mercy, Inc. from 2004-2009. In 2010-

2011, Yokefellowship Prison Ministry took over the leadership of 

NPC. Finally, in January 2012, New Person Ministries (NPM) itself 

was formed as a 501(c), or non-profit, organization. (New Person 

Center is one entity of the broader NPM which also includes Pur-

pose Ministry, CR-SO, and Mars Hill. See stool logo and explana-

tion on back cover.) In January 2013, Steve Olivo became the 

director of NPC while John Rush remained as executive director 

of NPM. In January 2014, Leon Weber passed the presidency of 

the NPM board to Jim Dunst. 

Jeanette Christophel  

John Rush (far left) celebrates the birthday of Roger Mast (seated) 

along with some of the NPC residents in 2005. 

Ȱ) ÈÁÄ ÔÈÅ ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅ ÁÎÄ ) ÈÁÄ ÔÈÅ    

vision and the burden, but Roger was 

the hands on guy doing the grunt 

×ÏÒËȢȱ    ɂJohn Rush 



1/14 ñFriends and Familyò CR-SO Berks support 

group for sex offenders and families. 7-9 pm, 

Hopewell Mennonite Church, 6th and Cherry, Read-

ing. Also 2/11 

1/21ñFriends and Familyò CR-SO Lancaster sup-

port group for sex offenders and families. 7-9 pm, 

Friends Meeting, Tulane Terrace, Lancaster. Also 

2/18 

2/8 Awareness Breakfast, 8-10 am, Old Country 

Buffet, Wyomissing. 

3/4 Tenth Anniversary (Annual) Banquet, 6:30-9 

pm, Conestoga Mennonite Church, Morgantown. 

Tickets: $14. Please RSVP for tickets. 

RSVP is helpful for all events (Call 610 -777-2222)  

Save the Date!  

     Conference participants also encouraged reduction in expendi-

tures for prisons, lesser prison time for non-violent offenders, and 

reducing the stigma that makes it difficult for those convicted of 

crimes to find employment after being released.  NPM case worker 

Jim Young and other NPM staff employment specialists work con-

stantly to help New Person residents overcome the stigma that is 

a barrier to employment. Together with groups like Justice and 

Mercy, and with persons like Berks County Judge Jeffrey Sprecher 

and Crown Plaza Manager Craig Poole, NPM educates the public 

for the following policy changes: an end to mandatory sentencing, 

increased availability of pardons and exonerations, more rational 

and streamlined reentry policy, and reduced barriers to employ-

ment for former inmates in an effort to reduce recidivism. These 

policy changes would help reduce prison costs in PA . 

     Other ideas presented by conference participants were to im-

prove safety, especially in residential and commercial districts, to 

ease pressures on recent immigrants, to increase the minimum 

wage, to keep control of tax revenue at the local government level, 

to reward persons who seek to rise above welfare by their own 

initiative, and to emphasize local business development and job 

creation so people can improve themselves. 

     The conference keynote speaker, Dr. Mark Funkhouser, former 

mayor of Kansas City, said we need ladders to success, and a wel-

fare safety net is not a ladder. 

NPM Programs Support Conference Recommendations  
   Ȱ&ÁÍÉÌÉÅÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÆÁÔÈÅÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÍÏÔÈÅÒÓ ÁÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÂÅÓÔ ÁÎÔÉ-poverty pro-

ÇÒÁÍȟȱ ÓÁÉÄ #ÏÎÇÒÅÓÓÍÁÎ *ÏÅ 0ÉÔÔÓ ÁÔ Á ÌÅÁÄÅÒÓÈÉÐ ÃÏÎÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ ÏÎ 

combating poverty hosted by Pitts, Dec. 10 at Reading Area Com-

munity  College. 

     New Person Ministries staff met with Pitts, along with seventy-

five other Reading-area government, business, and nonprofit lead-

ers seeking to develop new approaches to raise people out of pov-

erty. Ideas included tightening families, especially by restoring hus-

bands to the family, and spending less money on prisons. New Per-

son Ministries has a history of action on both of these recommen-

dations. 

      NPM works diligently to encourage family reunification even, at 

ÔÉÍÅÓȟ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÆÁÃÅ ÏÆ ÐÁÒÏÌÅ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÒÁÐÉÓÔÓȭ ÒÅÌÕÃÔÁÎÃÅȢ 7Å ÓÐÏÎÓÏÒ 

educational seminars on topics such as: problems facing children of 

incarcerated parents, parolee and family mentoring techniques, 

developing family-friendly re-entry policy, and building spiritual 

communities of hope for families of those returning from prison. 

.0-ȭÓ #2-SO division provides support groups for sex offenders 

and their families while offenders are in prison and after release. 

     Ȱ4×Ï-thirds of families with female heads of household and no 

ÈÕÓÂÁÎÄÓ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔ ÁÒÅ ÉÎ ÐÏÖÅÒÔÙ ÉÎ 2ÅÁÄÉÎÇȟȱ ÓÁÉÄ -ÉÃÈÁÅÌ 4ÏÌÅÄÏȟ 

director of the Hispanic Center in Reading, providing the rationale 

ÆÏÒ .0-ȭÓ ÐÁÓÔ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ ÆÏÒ ÆÁÍÉÌÙ ÒÅÓÔÏÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÎÅ×ÁÌ ÁÆÔÅÒ 

incarceration. 

NPM works diligently to encourage 

family reunification .  

These policy changes would help         

reduce prison costs in PA .  

Gordon  Diem 

From left to right: Pat Antosy, Congressman Joe Pitts, and Steve Olivo at 

the leadership conference on combating poverty.  
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to give you hope and a future. Jeremiah 29:11  


