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Helping ex-offenders build new lives
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New Person Ministries

New Person Ministries is a non-
profit ministry providing commu-
nity reentry services to citizens
returning from incarceration. "I
say to you, as long as you did it for
one of these, the least of my breth-
ren, you did it for me." (Matt. 25:40)

Address
New Person Ministries
PO Box 223
Reading, PA 19607

NPM Gains Audience with Seniors

New Person Ministries and Alvernia University partnered to
offer Seniors College course on prison and reentry reform.

NPM staff, assisted by guest instructors,
presented a Seniors College seminar,
“Correcting the
tions,” four
University, Reading. The theme was prison
and reentry reform.

The first session contrasted the two val-
ues of punishment and rehabilitation.
Guest instructor Jon Singer, Director of the
Center for Community Peacemaking, Lan-
caster, discussed restorative justice and
circles of accountability as alternatives to
incarceration.

The second session discussed the many
small inmate infractions—from foul lan-

guage to poor inmate employment work
ethic—which go uncorrected and have a
negative i

mpact on

Lance Coutier, DOC psychology consultant
and Mary Finck, DOC reentry director, guest
instructors for NPM class at Alvernia.

Email Address
iInfo@newperson.org
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success. Rich Ford, Behavioral Health Solu-
tions, Lancaster, proposed that treatment
to prepara inmatesfor K€lease begin the

first day df iedarceratdon. gorrectionaloffiv e r n |

cers could serve as life-skills coaches and
positive role models to help inmates adopt
a new way of thinking and living.

The third session featured a discussion of
the success and shortcomings of various
formal classes offered to inmates in the
correctional system, with Mary Finck, Act-
ing DOC Director of Reentry Programs and
Community Transition, leading the discus-
sion. Psychologist Lance Coutier, Lititz,
explained the cognitive behavioral ap-
proach used by prison staff to change in-
mate thinking and behavior.

h ®he finah sessidn fedtused WidigmnDinmasy
cio, Director of the Pennsylvania Prison
Society, Philadelphia, and Jean Bickmire,
Legislative Director, Justice and Mercy,
Lancaster, addressing needed state re-
forms and legislation and answering stu-
dent questions.

Anyone interested in having these pro-
grams duplicated at their church or with
their community service organization
should call 610-777-2222.

Office Phone
610-777-2222




Olivo Has a Dream

Steve Olivo was running a successful antiques business in Central
New York when God began him on the track that would lead him to
the Director position at New Person Center. Olivo was not new to
prison ministry, having worked with John Rush for a year at Free-
dom Gate Ministries in the early nineties and then at Bethel House, a
transitional program for ex-offenders in Middleburg, New York for

about 10 years after that.

Ol i v dawsswho live in Ephrata, PA, both came down with
cancer, and Olivo, his wife Jean, and their youngest son Isaiah
moved to PA to
prompting to visit Reading and to call John Rush, with whom he had
not had contact for many years. Now, six months later, his in-laws

are doing wel

Lord | ed me back

mi nd. "
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Olivo grew up in Bronx, New York, in the home of a businessman,
who later murdered 9 people, and a Catholic mother who was also
involved in witchcraft. He lost a brother and a sister, both heroin
users, to the AIDs epidemic. Olivo himself was heavily involved with
gangs and drugs. However, all this changed when, at the age of 21, a
friend took him to a Christian weekend retreat to play basketball.
There, he heard
there were many times that Jesus had carried him--that he other-
wi se woul dn’t

Christ that weekend.

Soon after, Olivo en-
rolled in Bible college at
Christ for the Nations
Institute on Long Island.
He felt called to be there,
but there was one prob-
lem: Olivo had a very low
reading | eve
retain the material that he
studied. After the first
midterm, Olivo was asked

to leave the school. Olivo begged for one more chance, and it was
granted. At finals time, he prayed fervently to God, and God re-
sponded, giving him a photographic memory. From then on, he was
able to retain and understand everything that he studied or heard in
class. Olivo did well on those exams and eventually graduated from
Bible college with honors and a wife.

“Even today

that gift so that when I minister to people, when I counsel people,
would remember every word they said so [ could bring it back to
them. It was a miracle--a wonderful thing and a wonderful time in

my |ife.”
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support them. Then, Ol

Reading) ,

Aliher O EmAspirigml@affag bpok: Seidigts f the Cross.  He wr ot e,

A younger Steve Olivo preaches with
passion.

there are suffering. | can’t wal k |
and the onslaught of the enemy and not want to do something about

it.” Olivo plans to reach out with
residents, but to the neighborhood surrounding NPC.

Olivo has lots of vision for New Person Center. He would like to see

there be a larger facility outside of the city where guys who are serious
about change could go to “stay for
word."” I n ge d =
is “having a || SteveOlivo,along with ateam
trum of ways to meet the from NPC, is available to preach
needs of these men coming  |l'at your church. Contact him at
out of incar cf610-478-1592.

Clergy Corner
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Seconds ago, [ opened a letter from an inmate requesting a copy of

this book because I am really messed up, and [ need all the help I can
get ."” I thought, “Thank you for
are all really messed up, and we only get by through the grace of

God. "

[ am probably one of the most traveled prison evangelists in the
state, in regards to the number of state institutions we minister in
with Streams of Life. I constantly have men coming up to me after
the services saying how their sentence has expired, but they need a
home plan. I thank God for everyone at New Person Ministries and

poem “Foot pr ihewearktheydoyithreleased inmatesybutyjn reafity, these minisy | ¢ 1,

tries that take sex offenders are few and usually filled to capacity.
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In truth, we are all really messed up, and we
only get by through the grace of God.

Many times we have witnessed angry mobs in our communities at
township meetings, stopping new ex-offender houses from opening.
I think how quickly people in that atmosphere turn. They remind me

of the crowd that yelled, “Crucif
John 8 where Jesus said, “Let hinm
stone.” | have said many times th

great passion for prison ministry, but, sadly, I have also seen a great
complacency about after-
care. The next time a min-
istry aftercare program
comes to your community,
please let your voice be
heard in doing what Jesus

would do.
g,” he says

This work of aftercare is A
far greater than the thou- Del Burkholder, a trained ventriloquist,
sands I preach to ina chats with one of his characters.
year’'s time and i s t hmglBurkholder

greatest need ' Sﬂreatm@(gf pe Préson Ministry |

sharing f}rﬁo?l thitisuy" d DTS and Del Burkholder Ministries '

ways have a heart for the lost because I know that many people out

www.DelBurkholdeermstrles.com



Biblical Mentoring

Although the word mentoring does not appear in the Bible, the
relationship of learning/teaching is often described. Mentoring in
the Bible is an intentional relationship to create and support learn-
ing in personal and group settings in a modeling life coach relation-
ship. This kind of relationship is best illustrated by Jesus with his
disciples. In the Old Testament, this kind of relational mentoring is
found with Jethro and Moses, and then Moses and Joshua, who in
turn mentored other military leaders. Later, Eli mentored young
Samuel in the Temple, who later established a chain of mentoring
with both King Saul and King David.

The primary New Testament life coach mentoring/ learning/
teaching relationship is found with Jesus and his disciples. The
teaching method of Jesus is spontaneous and free, not a carefully
enunciated and formulated system. Jesus simply taught orally and
relationally. Most of his original profound teaching was elicited by
quiet, casual incidents and events. Jesus adapted his teaching to his
audience in simple and direct, yet forceful, language. The parables
illustrate his use of figurative language to teach.

Jesus spoke with authority. Yet his teaching was never didactic in
an overbearing sense which required forced assent. He considered
his followers and disciples as friends. His intention was to make
people think for themselves. He modeled and lived what he taught.
Jesus had genuine compassion, intimacy, and love for those he

taught.
Don Murphy

Save the Date!

Annual Banquet,
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Mentoring Training,
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NPC and Alumni Awareness Breakfast,
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Mars Hill Institute Breakfast,

Are You Interested in Mentoring?

Jean Bickmire, mentoring trainer and Legislative Director for Justice and
Mercy, Lancaster, is the primary instructor for a mentoring training to
support inmate community reentry. The training will take place Saturday,
March 16, 8:30 am until noon, at Grace Fellowship Church, 622 Old Lan-
caster Pike, Shillington.

The training is the result of a Mars Hill Institute
mentoring workshop January 17, at which several
alternative models for mentoring, counseling, and
advising in support of reentry were discussed.

Call the NPM office at 610-777-2222 for more
information or to register. There is a suggested
$10 donation for registration for this training.
Also, call to enroll for an e-mail invitation to fu-
ture Mars Hill Institute events.

Jean Bickmire

Mentoring Through Writing

Purpose Ministry exists to provide a path for men who are incar-
cerated to scripturally and spiritually build a strong foundation in
Jesus Chri st , so they can,
Purpose Ministry mentors hundreds of inmates through written
correspondence and a greeting card program.

We ask these men to compare t
tude from year to year, and ask them to compare how they handle
l'ife’'s difficulties currently
ence Jesus makes in their hearts and in their lives!

If you want to join us in this work through prayer, donation, or
volunteer support, contact us through our web site at
www.purposeministry.org or through the New Person Ministries

office. ) . )
David Justice, Director

New Leadership at Hope

Congratulations to Robert Turchi on his promotion to Executive
Director of Hope Rescue Mission, Reading. Rob was promoted from
Associate Director in January 2013, replacing John Hart, who as-
sumed a volunteer role with Hope.

Rob has parallel education and careers in ministry and criminal
justice. His career includes pastoring at Fellowship Bible Church in
Philadelphia, service as an investiga-
tor for the Philadelphia District Attor-
ney's office, as
Berks County Jail System, and opera-
tor of a small family farm in Oley.

Hope Rescue Mission provides a
safe, secure environment where men
can recover from their pasts and hope
for a better life. Hope provides a hand
up, not a hand out.

www.hopeforreading.org

Robert Turchi
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CR-SO OoOFriend
Familyo Prg/ =
Mutual Support £

Inmates serve their sentence behind bars. The
friends and families they leave behind, also serve
a sentence.. a sentence S

CR-SO support group meet.
Family” of incarcerated
offenders, are opportunities for people in similar
circumstances to share tears, anger, concerns,
and their personal stories. People with more experi-
ence help those with less experience endure the years
of separation, as well as the challenges of reentry and
reestablishing relationships with spouses, children,
siblings, and friends once incarceration is complete.

Group members share
@ information concerning
incarceration, home-
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tration, and other issues.

plans, housing, employ-

ment, treatment pro-

grams, parole stipula-

Groups meet monthly in Lancaster and Reading (see
“Save the Date” col umn f
maintain personal contacts between meetings to offer

support, guidance, and friendship through difficult Thi
times. For information, call 610-777-2222 daytime, or
610-.803-3312 S U |
anytime.
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This stool logo shows the organizational structure of New Person Ministries. NPM is best known for
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New Person Ministries welcomes your
financial support. Checks can be written out & . y o |
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John Rush
Administrative Assistant NPM Vice President: Jim Dunst
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Dzl i Treasurer: Pat Antos
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NPC House Manager .
Gary Benjamin NPM is a 501(c)3 neprofit organization. Secretary: Roger Mast
Purpose Ministries . . .
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