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George Clifford at
Zion Mennonite
Church, where he
regularly worships.

George Clifford’ s acceptance
answer to prayer since he had nowhere else to go when he
left the Berks County Jail System.

Jackof-all-trades would be a good
description of New Person Center (NPC)
resident George Clifford. From electrical
work, car mechanics, plumbing, and
home remodeling to working on com-
puters, cooking, and drawing, Clifford
has a wide variety of interests and skills.

He shares these abilities with NPC.
Clifford has done a lot of maintenance
and remodeling work at the center. He
helps mentor the other guys and helps
Gary Benjamin, the house manager, with
problem solving. He is in charge of re-
ceiving, sorting, and putting away food
from the food bank. He also repro-
grammed and put new hard drives on
the computers at NPC. Clifford says,
"I'm very protective of this place and
everyone in it."

Fifty-three year old Clifford was born
and raised in the Oakbrook projects of
Reading. His real father left before he
was a year old. When Clifford was 6 or

> C 7t hiQ rhotQerSnarried again. His stepfa-

ther was an alcoholic who beat Clifford
when he was drunk. Clifford believes
that the trauma of the beatings could be
the cause of the reading disability that
he has struggled with since childhood.
This violence also led to behavior prob-
lems for Clifford. Wrong choices landed
Clifford in jail twice in his life: once for
10 years and the other time for 9 years.

He says, "I'm hoping to never see the prison
system again.”

Clifford arrived at NPC about a year ago.
His acceptance at NPC was an answer to
prayer since he had nowhere else to go. His
mother had died in 2007 while he was in
prison. Clifford was close to his mother and
was upset with the Lord when she died.
However, her death ended up bringing him
closer to the Lord. "l was in church (prison
chapel) and praying more than ever before,"
he says. Going to live with his mother was
his home plan, so after she died, Clifford had

“I'm hoping to never see
the prison system again."

—George Clifford, NPC resident

to remain in prison for an additional year
before he was accepted at the NPC and re-
leased.

When asked about someone who has been
influential in his life, he mentions Pastor Phil
Moss, a chaplain he got to know while in
prison in Somerset. Moss asked Clifford,
"What do you think the church could do for
you guys?" Clifford was ready with an an-
swer: "We need somebody to help us when
we get out. We need financial help, places to
go, someone to talk te someone to be there
for us."

CLIFFORD continued on page 2
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A Safe, Affordable Place to Live

Upon release, the first thing an ex
inmate needs is a safe place to live. The
only alternative for too many is homeless-
ness. Most of the eyprisoners are non
violent, and being victimized on the streets
is one of their greatest fears. Most, for ont
reason or another, cannot find, or are not
offered, housing with a family member.
Released prisoners find they are compet-
ing with a very limited supply of low-cost
housing. A research study of Boston
shows that onefourth of those released
from prison experienced homelessness
within a year of release. Homeless shel-
ters are not supportive housing for suc-
cessful reentry, and the residents are
forced to roam the streets during the day.

Most exoffenders have very little in-

come and no job when they are first re-
leased. They do not have a credit history
or available credit, so it is imperative to
find a safe place that is affordable. New
Person Center offers safe, affordable, and
supportive housing for the first several
months of transition. New Person Center
offers a Christian aftercare program that
promotes growth.

Churches that support New Person Cen-
ter are helping exoffenders to make a safe
and successful return to the community.
The support of the NPC staff and many
quality volunteers enables many ex
offenders to live committed Christian lives.
Please consider making NPC part of your
and your church's ministry.

Don Murphy

CLIFFORD continued from PAGE 1 seen in the kitchen, dropping off his mouthwatering chicken
potpie and chocolate cupcakes with peanut butter icing. At the
end, he is in the middle of the cleanup crew, helping to put away
the folding chairs. Clifford helps with the weekly church cleaning
and also helps with maintenance jobs around the church.

In discussing goals for the future, Clifford says, "I have a lot of
goals, but are they what God wants?" One goal is to "stay with the
church for sure". He appreciated Phil Moss's chapel services in
Somerset. However, currently he is attending Zion Mennonite

Church west of Birdsboro, PA. He feels welcomed at Zion. Ini- Clifford has found NPC and Zion Mennonite to be communities

tially, he was required to attend services at Zion for four weeks. of belonging. He concludes, "There are positive relationships

"After two weeks," Clifford says, "l wanted to stay." built up with a lot of people, and I'd like to keep it that way."
Clifford has firmly found his place at Zion through his service to Jeanette Christophel

2 the Zion community. On the day of a fellowship meal, he can be



Iron Sharpens Iron

What does a typical mentoring relationship look like? Paul and
Cliff don't know if their relationship is typical, but it is a relation-
ship based on friendship and mutuality. "We're just peers, an 'iron
sharpening iron' type of thing," says Paul.

Paul and CIiff first met while Paul was teaching Thursday night
Bible Studies monthly at the New Person Center, and Cliff was a
resident there. That was

about two years ago. “We ' r e J ust pee
"We've had similar experi- .
ences and gravitated to- I ron sharpenin
ward each other. We enjoy . ”
each other's company onat ype of thin g.

Christian level as well as
on a business level," says
Paul.

Both men have busy
work schedules, so their mentoring relationship is maintained
mostly before and after church at Zion Mennonite where they both
attend. They also call each other from time to time. Cliff says, "We
challenge each other in our Christian lives. Paul's friendship is an
extremely valuable thing. He's a great Christian guy and | enjoy our
conversations immensely."

-Paul,
a mentor with New Person Center

Cliff and Paul enjoy a relationship based on mutuality and
friendship.

Jeanette Christophel

Research Shows that Mentoring Works

Ever wonder why this thing called
mentoring is so effective? Why not at-
tend a free seminar about how you can
volunteer to share yourself with an-
other, making awelcomed positive im-
pact? The presentor, Reverend Roy
Johnsen of Lancaster, has 40 years of
experience in pastoral ministry and 27
years of experience in prison ministry.

From t

Tom McMahon the current Mayor of
Reading started a mentoring program
25 years ago matching successful adults
with students showing promise. (see
Reading Eagle 9/10/11 B3) These
matches have helped many young folks
make choices to advance in education
for life improvements. Mentors who
decide to reach out and help others on
the journey gain satisfaction from
watching those helped overcome chal-
lenges.

New Person Ministries invites you, as
a successful adult, to explore becoming a

Enjoy this time in a relaxed classroom
setting, while hearing from some who
have actually been the mentor or have
been mentored! John Rush heard a Dep-
uty Secretary at the PA. Dept. of Correc-
tions say that of all the many programs
offered inmates, research shows that
those mentored oneon-one show the
greatest change for the better.

Pat Antosy

he Dir

mentor. We want to recruit, then train and
support, dozens of mentors to assist some
of our younger residents. This mentoring
includes regular times of meeting for en-
couragement, guidance, and challengeor
as we often say, "both support and ac-
countability".

We invite you to consider attend-
ing the NPM-sponsored Mentor
Training Seminar October 28 -29.

John Rush

Mentoring Seminar

October 2829, Grace Fellowship
Church, Shillington

Sponsors: New Person Ministries and
Yokefellowship Prison Ministry.

Cost: free, with love offering

RSVP: 61&/77-2222 or
info@newpersonministries.org

Gary Spangenberger, Mayor of East Peters-
burg, Pa. in Lancaster County, addresses
NPC men about character development.
Hats off to the Mayors of our cities for the

good they do!
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Save that Date!

NPC Awareness Breakfast

Saturday, October 1 , 8-10 am at Old Country
Buffet (1101 Woodland Rd., Wyomissing, PA
19610) in private side room. Cost: $7.00
Please RSVP at 610-777-2222 or
info@newpersonministries.org

When you enter at 8am, please sign the clip
-board where your rsvp'd name is listed at the
cash register, then pay the $7 later during our
meeting when the "hat" is passed.

Mentoring Seminar

Friday, Oct. 28th, 6:30 pm-9:00 pm and Satur-
day, Oct. 29" , 9:00 am-2:00 pm at Grace Fel-
lowship Church, Shillington.

Speaker: Rev. Roy Johnsen

Cost: Free, but with a love offering

Please RSVP one week prior to the event, if
possible. 610-777-2222 or
info@newpersonministries.org

. Ax
ball fan.
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Case Manager Joins NPC

New Person Center would like to welcome its new case manager, Travis
Cravey. Travis has many years experience managing housing programs
and case managing men coming out of prison. His role at NPC will be to
help the residents with life skill issues, as well as making them account-
able for their interactions within the NPC community. Travis is a graduate
of the University of Houston, a member of Oley Valley Mennonite Church,

and an avid baseball fan.
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New Person Ministries, Inc.

Board: Leon Weber (president), Dan Trusty (vice presi-
dent), Pat Antosy (treasurer), Roger Mast (secretary),
Gary Burkholder, and John Rush

Staff: John Rush (executive director), Pat Antosy
(administrative assistant), Gary Benjamin (house man-
ager), and Travis Cravey (case manager)

Administrative Office Phone: 610-777-2222
Adress: New Person Ministries

PO Box 223

Reading, PA 19607

Email contact: info@newpersonministries.org

Newsletter Editor: Jeanette Christophel,
jchristophel@newpersonministries.org

New Person Center offers transitional help to selected newly
released male prisoners. During this very needy time the
very basics for survival like shelter, food, clothing, gainful
employment and supportive care are the focus. New Person

Center serves at several locations and is an entity of the

faith -based New Person Ministries, Inc.
New Person Center
317 North 6th Street
Reading, PA 19601

person

Webmaster: David Christophel
dchristophel@newpersonministries.org
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